RALPH    RASHLEIGH
you tell me you endured on the Coal River.' She held out
her hand to him with great friendliness: 'You can rely
upon me to do everything I possibly can to win my father's
interest for you/
Her transparent sincerity filled Rashleigh with new hope,
and he lay down to sleep that night with an easier mind than
he had known since the voyage started.
When he awakened the Sea Mew was already running up
the harbour of Port Jackson, and when he emerged from
his berth it was to surprise the captain by appearing in his
full native dress, with painted body, opossum-skin cloak,
and hair decorated by Enee with grass and feathers. Hither-
to he had always worn European clothes, which he had
taken from the lockers of the Tribune? but, following Mrs.
Marby's instructions, he went ashore as a full-blooded
black.
Colonel "Woodville was immediately informed of the safe
arrival of his daughters, but was too ill to come down to
the quay to meet them. A carriage was sent down to take
the sisters to the house, and Mrs, Marby asked Rashleigh
to go with them. On reaching the house he was taken in
charge by the servants, who idolized their master's daugh-
ters and were very cordial in their welcome to the man,
black though he might be, who had been responsible for
their safe return home. At the same time they treated him
just as they would any ordinary black, using him as a butt
for their absurd jokes, much to his astonishment and annoy-
ance. Rashleigh quickly dispelled this derisive attitude by
showing himself well able to act in a civilized manner,
explaining to them that he had been reared in a white
family. They looked upon him as some sort of a mon-
strosity at this, being quite unable' to understand how any
man, having once enjoyed the advantages of civilization,
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